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Executive Summary

1. The Bee Network is Greater Manchester’s proposed new cycling and walking 
(C&W) network which will connect every neighbourhood in Greater 
Manchester across all ten local authority areas.  The Bee Network Plan shows 
what is required to deliver such a network.  It is a plan of what is needed: not 
necessarily what is possible to deliver.  The Plan shows Greater Manchester’s 
ambition for Cycling & Walking and will guide GM’s approach to securing 
funding for, and the delivery of, Cycling & Walking infrastructure over the 
coming years.

Recommendation

2. Members are asked to endorse the process by which version 2.1 of the Plan 
was generated and updated.

Reason for Recommendation

3. To provide approval by each District in Greater Manchester for the Bee 
Network.

Key Points for Consideration

4. The plan is a live document, and will continue to evolve as projects are 
brought forward through the Mayor’s Challenge Fund (MCF), and other 
funding streams, to deliver the network.

The plan is therefore not considered definitive, and the presence of locations 
and alignments on the plan does not represent a final commitment by districts 
to deliver an associated scheme.  Nor does the presence of such alignments 
and locations on the plan guarantee that schemes based on these will be 
accepted into the MCF programme.

There is also flexibility to accept schemes into the MCF programme that are 



4.1

not already on the plan provided they meet the necessary criteria.  Evaluation 
of schemes promoted by districts for programme entry to the Mayor’s 
Challenge Fund will include consideration their strategic fit and contribution to 
the Bee Network. The plan may be updated in light of any schemes granted 
programme entry which are not already recorded on it.

The first version of the Bee Network was published in June 2018.  The plan 
was derived from a series of network planning workshops held in spring 2018 
involving the people with greatest knowledge of the local network: local 
Councillors, residents, cycling campaigners and Council Officers.

The second edition of the network will be published a year on from the first, in 
June 2019.  It takes account of all the above feedback, and of joint work to 
further develop the network over the past year by TfGM and the ten district 
authorities.

Alternatives Considered

None.

Costs and Budget Summary

5. There has been no cost to the Local Authority to create the Bee Network map 
as this has been undertaken by TfGM.

Funding is available to bid for by Rochdale Council to implement Cycling and 
Walking Infrastructure.

Risk and Policy Implications

None.6.

Consultation

7. The first version of the Plan was available for public comment for a period of 
4 months, during which over 4,000 geo-referenced online comments were 
received from the public, plus a large number of offline comments received 
via a number of public meetings and other forums during this period.

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8. None

For Further Information Contact: Chris Woods, Tel: 01706924615, 
chris.woods@rochdale.gov.uk


